
Trinity 2 

My dear Friends,  

We were all sorry to hear of the death this week of Dame Vera Lynn. Only recently during 

the pandemic lockdown she was quoted as having emphasised the importance of music in 

raising morale and people's wellbeing in times of stress and national emergency. Her life and 

work bear testimony to this in the way she sang to Britain and the Empire both at home and 

overseas during the Second World War. She had the wonderful gift of appealing to all sorts 

of people from different walks of life. The troops were reminded of family and loved ones at 

home and those on the home-front could identify with this young woman from the East End 

of London who bravely took their good wishes to far flung theatres of war.  

Music was the popular medium that Dame Vera used and many of her songs still resonate 

with us today. We heard only a few weeks ago our own Queen quoting "we will meet again" 

in her address to the nation. Her Majesty, being of the war time generation, knows well the 

power and value of how the spirit of those days will support us even now. Another song that 

Vera Lynn famously sang was 'White Cliffs of Dover'.  It has been revealed however that it 

was written by two Americans who had never been to the UK and did not know that 

bluebirds are not found in these isles. Nevertheless the beautiful image of fragile bird life in 

the familiar natural world gave comfort and hope in contrast to the violence and brutality of 

war.  

Many of us have enjoyed watching the birds from our windows in this time of enforced 

confinement. They are signs of the constant renewal of God's creation and the care that he 

has for his world. In our Gospel reading this week Jesus asks "Are not two sparrows sold for 

a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father" (Matthew 10 

v29). Every part of the world is important to God and we should remember that we are in his 

care and protection. Jesus goes on to say "So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 

many sparrows". 

The Armed services that Dame Vera sang to and their families were often in fear of what 

might come to them as they did their duty in facing battle or from bombing at home. 

However they took strength from each other, from their community spirit and from prayer 

and trust in God. As we contemplate a very different future as lockdown begins to be eased 

in small ways, we should recall and reinvigorate that feeling. Remember that Jesus told us 

that we should not be afraid knowing that we are loved and cared for by God.  

May you and your loved ones be blessed and safe in the coming days.  

Best wishes and prayers  

Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  

Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  

 


